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To date, participatory spatial planning has produced
disappointing results. We argue that one reason is
that time and again participatory planning proposals
remain controlled by public government, and that
public government seems not to be very adaptive to
initiatives that emerge from the dynamics of civil
society itself. To find out why and how citizens could
and would be motivated to contribute out of their
own motivation to urban development, we propose
turning the focus outside-in, instead of inside-out. In
this article, we therefore introduce the notion of self-
organization, referring to initiatives that originate in
civil society itself, via autonomous community-based
networks of citizens outside government control
which participate in developing the ‘urban fabric’ too.
We discuss some examples of self-organization and
draw preliminary conclusions of the concept's
usefulness for the theory and practice of spatial
planning.
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This article examines five common misunderstandings
about case-study research: (a) theoretical knowledge
is more valuable than practical knowledge; (b) one
cannot generalize from a single case, therefore, the
single-case study cannot contribute to scientific
development; (c) the case study is most useful for
generating hypotheses, whereas other methods are
more suitable for hypotheses testing and theory
building; (d) the case study contains a bias toward
verification; and (e) it is often difficult to summarize
specific case studies. This article explains and corrects
these misunderstandings one by one and concludes
with the Kuhnian insight that a scientific discipline
without a large number of thoroughly executed case
studies is a discipline without systematic production
of exemplars, and a discipline without exemplars is an
ineffective one. Social science may be strengthened
by the execution of a greater number of good case
studies.
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In 2021 a new national law in spatial planning is being
introduced in The Netherlands, which will make
mandatory that all governmental institutions will




process on a municipality
level.

have a participatory process in all their spatial plans.
Therefore, it will be crucial to have a better
understanding of participatory processes. Especially
for smaller municipalities since they have in general
less experience with participatory processes. The aim
of the research is to look at how the design of a
participation process can lead to more ownership and
active citizenship and which elements are crucial in
the participatory process to achieve that. On the basis
of a case study, research was conducted into why that
participatory process did not lead to ownership and
active citizenship, although it was the intention of the
process in advance. The case study was analysed via
semi-structured interviews, desk research and
observations. The study states that important factors
are the extent to which the actors are equal and have
a decision-making power. Crucial points seem to be
which actor is the initiator and to what extent does
an actor dominate the process. When the role of the
municipality is mostly focussed on facilitating, it
seems to determine the degree of active citizenship
in what extent the process leaves space for other
actors to take initiatives. In the case-study the
municipality has an initiating and facilitating role, but
a more motivating or stimulating role could lead to
citizens taking up more ownership and active
citizenship. An overall

conclusion is that despite that there is more than fifty
years of experience in the Netherlands, this
knowledge and experience is still not always put into
practice. Because participation has developed in
many different forms over the years, it is important to
see the effects of these processes well to set up the
right design of participatory process, which also has
the desired effects on your intentions.
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OL SlolkNTIKEG peTappuBuioelg oto medio tng
Amokévtpwong kot Tn¢ Tomikn¢ Autodloiknong
anotéAecayv, SLAXPOVIKA, VAV OO TOUC TAEOV
OUVOETOUG KOl AVETIAPKWE UEAETNUEVOUC TOUELG TNG
eAANVIKAG Snuootag dloiknong. EWka otn
LETATIOALTEUTIKA TtEPL060, N Slapkng evaAlayn
HETAPPUOULOTIKWY TIPWTOBOUALWY HE ETEPOKANTA
XOPOAKTNPLOTIKA KAOLOTA ETUTAKTLKI TN BE0UKN
QTOTINGT) TOUG, OXL LOVO OE TIOALTLKO 1) Oe0uLKO




Autobloiknong otnv
EAAGSa, 1975 — 2020. Ao
10 «Kapundv» otnv
Wndrakn NoAveninedn
AlakuBépvnon.

emninedo, aAAa kat Bacel pebBodikwv epyadeiwv
KUETAPPUOULOTIKAG TEXVIKAG (

reform engineering).

H peAétn tou Navaywwtn Maiotpou kat tng
gpeuvnTIKNAG opadag (PAAANG Mkékag, MNavvng Foumiog
Kat Afuntpa Koutoolpn), n omnota ekmovBnke oto
mAaiolo twv npwtofouAlwy tng EETAA kat Tou
EAIAMEN, mpoodépel éva amodBepa tekpnpiwong,
avaAvuovtag 45 xpovia LETAPPUOULOTIKWV
napepBacewv. Me TNV Eloaywyr EVVoLWV 0w N
epyaAelodnkn «Epp. Poldnc» kat n petappubuLoTiki
pebodoloyia «EumaAivog», emixelpeital pia véa
T(POCEYYLON OTNV KATAVONGHN TWV SLOLKNTIKWV
aAAaywv, eotialovtag OxL LOVO OTO ATOTEAECHA
OAAQ KOlL OTLG TEXVIKEG, Ta EpyOAEia KaL TIG
Sladikacieg mou To mapryayav.

H HeAETN, EKTOG OO LOTOPLKO KL ATIOAOYLOTIKO
XOPOKTHPA, TIPOTEIVEL LE CAPAVELA TOUG AEOVEC TTAVW
OTOUC OTtoloUG UTopel va olkodounBel n emdpevn
SLoLKNTIKA HeTappUOULON — N omola, OTwg
TEKUNPLWVETAL, SV pumopel mapd va eivat Yndrakn,
A€LtoupyLKN) KoL TToAUETTESN.
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